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Ever feel like the world all around us is in despair?  Feel like you 
need to hear some good news?  This year, students from ACT @ 
BGSU and UT have been keeping very, very busy preparing for 
two Haiti mission trips and bringing love to a ticking world.  
 

The first Haiti trip is over.  What a great trip it was!  There were 
seven of us who made the trip.  We taught a Bible class in a 
Christian school.  There was also a VBS for children of the 
school, in the orphanage, and in the neighborhood. We also had 

a second VBS at a church we came in contact with for the first time last year.  It is an extremely poor church. 
Last year, we provided the church with the finances to put on a roof.  It was good that they did because it 
rained there this year.  We provided two meals for the students. It was very evident that they were really hun-
gry.  We also made home-visits to many homes surrounding the mission compound.  We provided care-
packages and prayed with each of the families.  The packages are filled with some of the basic necessities such 
as tooth brushes, toothpaste, lotions, soap, etc, and we also try to provide a gift for any children who might be 
in the household.  This was the highlight for several students as they got to see just how poor the majority of 
families are.  The next mission trip is July 6-16.  A group of 9 people will be going to the mission to lead a 
Biblically minded Basketball Camp.  We are very excited about this trip and request your prayers.   
 

Haiti also provides us with a great opportunity for teaching.  We were able to talk about our being aliens and 
strangers on this earth while in a foreign country.  We looked at our being ambassadors for Christ while minis-
tering in a strange land.  We studied about being soldiers in God’s army as we saw UN vehicles patrolling the 
country side.  We were challenged with the concept of spiritual warfare in a country where the main religion is 
voodoo. What a great chance to disciple. 
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May Haiti Group Katie Colletti, UT ACT, Helping with VBS Dave Hoy, BG ACT, Spreading Joy 
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No brakes, no stops, and no slowing down.  As I weeded and tilled the front flower bed as well as the newly 
laid backyard garden area, I finally got a moment of peace and quiet to reflect and process the last few weeks 
at ACT@UT. 
 

I thought about the fact that we are Full Speed Ahead into another week of Rocket Launches (the Toledo 
freshmen orientation programs—all 29 of them).  We try to get to every Launch so that the hundreds of new 
freshmen can’t get to UT in the fall without already knowing that ACT@UT is there to disciple them and love 
them if they should ever choose to drop by.  On one of the days I couldn’t be there last week we even got a 
student to work it for us (a student recruited last year at Rocket Launch!).  She loved talking to all the wide-

eyed freshmen and parents about the things she learned in 
her first year of college and how ACT changed her view of 
religion after growing up in a house where Christianity 
meant “rules”. 
 

But after thinking about the many orientation programs, my 
mind flashed back to being at Cedar Point with the men of 
ACT.  We launched Full Speed Ahead through the tunnels of 
the Magnum, the Maverick, and raced to the finish line of 
the Top Thrill Dragster.  The men were even treated to the 
best pizza in the world after all the roller coasting was over 
(you will have to ask them the name of the pizza parlor). 

 

My wife and I are even Full Speed Ahead in preparing to move out of the ACT house and into an apartment, 
while 3 ACT women prepare to move in.  We haven’t stopped teaching Christ just because summer classes 
are over either.  We are already in week 5 of “The Truth Project” Bible study.  Maybe things will slow down 
in the next month…then again….nope, I think I just broke the brake…   
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ACT changed her view of 
religion after growing up in 
a house where Christianity 

meant ‘rules’ 
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It is always good for the Spring semester (January – 
May) to end.  It gives us a chance to take a brief 
breather, allows us to evaluate the past year, and pro-
vides the opportunity to plan for next year.  Our 
weekly schedule is limited over the summer.  We are 
again having our weekly cookout and Bible study.  
We meet on Tuesday nights at the ACT campus 
house.  After a 6pm cookout, we have a time of wor-
ship and study at 7:30pm.  This semester we are 
looking at two video series.  One is titled “Twisting 
the Truth” by Andy Stanley.  It confronts us with 
how the Devil slightly twists some of God’s truths 
and how we buy into his deception.  We will later be 
looking at a video series by Jim Cymbala on prayer.  
This year we also started a Thursday night study.  
When you have four people who ask you to study the 
Bible with them it is very difficult to say “no”.  This 
study group has already expanded to eight and we  

              are having a lot of fun. 
 

We are also evaluating the last year. It began with cautious optimism. It was a rebuilding year (almost every 
year is in campus ministry).  Although we lost several key people to graduation and transfer, we still had a 
number of leaders and potential leaders ready to fill in the gap.  God provided some new people who also very 
quickly took on significant leadership positions. Our student leadership team took on the name “Tribe of Issa-
char” from 1 Chron. 12:32… “men of Issachar, who understood the times and knew what Israel should do”.  
They have suggested some changes and new ideas for the upcoming year. 
 

Those changes and new ideas have helped us as we are planning and preparing for next year. There are going 
to be some schedule changes.  We are going to cut out some things that were no longer helping us meet our 
“Purpose Statement”. There is going to be an “Open House” at the campus house during the first weekend 
after classes start so more people will have the chance to see who we are.  The MOD (Master of Discipleship) 
program will be offered two or three times during the mornings and afternoons instead of Thursday night.  
There is going to be more planned outreach and service projects.  We are going to go to the National Mission-
ary Convention. 
 

We all are excited about the upcoming year and are excited about keeping you updated with all that God is 
going to do.  Pray for new students, for our returning leaders, and that we will be on the same page that God is 
on. 
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 The Rescue Team including BGSU Students 

BGSU Men at the Beach Party BGSU and UT Students at Lake James 

BGSU and UT Students at the Fall Retreat 
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UT Student at the Costume Party 
Raking Service Project with UT 

BGSU Students at the 60’s Party 
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"Fearless warriors in the picket fence, 
 Reckless abandon wrapped in common sense. 

 Deep water faith in the shallow end, 
 We are caught in the middle. 

 
 With eyes wide open to the differences, 
 The God we want and the God who is, 
 But will we trade our dreams for His, 

 Or are we caught in the middle?" 
 

Former ACT'ers and Friends of the Ministry, I'm won-
dering if you can relate to this Casting Crowns song 
like I do...do you feel "caught in the middle"? 

 - Do you want to sponsor 18 Compassion children but 
you're in need of some federal stimulus funds to make 
your checkbook balance? 

 - Do you want to pray an hour a day but you seem to 
be at work or at church all the time? 

 - Do you recall the joy of serving with ACT but today 
you need a crowbar to pry yourself out of bed? 

 - Do you question whether or not you're making a dif-
ference in the real world? 

Sometimes the raging spiritual battle and the daily 
grind seem to be on different planes, never intersect-
ing.  May I take this opportunity to remind you that the 
battle is still ON?  Remember Peretti's This Present 
Darkness?  Remember Ephesians 6:12?  The battle is 
fully engaged.  Over our families.  Over our neighbors.  
Over the campus of BGSU.  Over the campus of UT.  

Our campus ministers, students and volunteers are still 
on the front lines.  Teaching truth, reaching out, disci-
pling, listening.  We can "support the troops" by send-
ing money, praying specifically, and staying con-
nected.  It is definitely hard to juggle everyday life and 
ministry but EVERYTHING we do makes a differ-
ence.  Sometimes I wander away from the battlefield 
but I'm going to keep coming back to it.  How about 
you? 
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We are delighted to introduce you to Kirby.  She is a 
dedicated young lady who will be interning with 
ACT @ BGSU at the beginning of the Fall semester.  
She has been a leader in ACT and we are happy to 
have her on leadership staff this upcoming year!   
 
What is one of your favorite memories during 
your time so far at ACT? 
My favorite memory so far is being able to go to 
Haiti.  I was able to see God working in so many 
ways, and it really gave me a new perspective.  Only 
because of the relationship that I have developed 
with Christ through the teachings of ACT, was I able 
to overcome the many challenges that I faced while I 
was there. 
 
Name a time you saw God working at ACT: 
A time that I saw God working in ACT is in my own 
involvement with ACT.  I was not really involved 
with a campus ministry at all my first semester here 
at BGSU, but at the end of the semester I went to see 
my friend play in the worship band at ACT.  While I 
was there I heard about ACT's mission trip to New 
Orleans and I was interested.  I was afraid to go on 
the trip because I wouldn't know anyone, but I 
thought about it for a long time and decided that it 
would be a good way to meet new people and I de-
cided to go.  Looking back, I know now that God 
meant for me to go on that trip, because I developed 
deep friendships with the other ACT members on the 
trip.  Because of these relationships, I felt comfort-
able enough to learn and grow in my faith.  At the 
end of my freshman year, I was baptized. 
 
If you could say anything to the ACT alumni and 
supporters, what would it be? 
I would like to thank all of the ACT alumni and sup-
porters for all of the support that they have given 
over the years.  Whether it is through prayer or fi-
nancial donations, this support allows ACT to pro-
vide students with the training and experiences that 
they need to develop their relationship with Christ.  I 
hope that one day when I leave ACT I can also influ-
ence the lives of college students for years to come. 
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Below is information on an upcoming ACT Reunion.  Also, the ACT Annual Meeting is coming up again soon!  
More information for the Annual Meeting to follow at a later time. 

REUNION:  
A BLAST FROM THE PAST 

 

For all ACT alumni from UT and 
BG from 1992-1999. 

 

Date: Saturday, August 1, 2009 
Time: 2:00pm-5:00pm 

Location:  
Echo Meadow Church of Christ 

2905 Starr Avenue 
Oregon, OH 

 

Contact Email: 
aunthoops40@att.net 

Please RSVP by July 18th to 
aunthoops40@att.net or Heidi 

Bender on Facebook. 

We are asking everyone to bring an appetizer/snack to share. When re-
sponding, please tell me how many people (including children) will be at-
tending and what you would like to bring. Hopefully this will avoid getting 
20 dozen cookies and 1 bag of chips. Cheri and I will provide beverages. 
 

We would appreciate it if you would make up a poster board of your ACT 
memories to share with others (pictures, scriptures, etc.). You do not neces-
sarily have to participate, but we would like to give others the opportunity 
to do so. You may want to bring photo albums or scrapbooks also. 
 

There will be games and activities for children, if you would like to bring 
them. If not, enjoy the day without them with old friends. 
 

There are some people that we may have missed. Please give them the in-
formation about the reunion. We are hoping for a great turnout! 
 

Looking forward to seeing you at the reunion! Pray for lots of sun! 
 

Heidi (Westerholm) Bender and Cheri (Richards) Schoonmaker 


